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PREFACE
It has long been the thought of many
students of Taylor that a Tradition Book,
dealing with the history of our school, with
its early struggles, with the lives of its
founders, with its various organizations,
both religious and social, with its debating
record, with its class traditions and with
its athletic records, would be of deep interest and untold value.
This idea was first expressed in an Open
Forum letter to the Echo, written by Iva
Hawkins.
Certain members of the Echo
Staff became interested in the idea-and
the Echo of '27 presents the first "Taylor
Tradition Book."
THE STAFF.

Historic Section

TAYLOR TRADITION BOOK

5

HISTORY OF TAYLOR
Sadie L. Miller

At Fort Wayne, Indiana, in the year 1846,
a school was founded, known as Fort Wayne
Female College.
From that date until
1890 about ten different men held the office
of president.
In 1852 it was united with Fort Wayne
Collegiate Institute and opened to both
sexes.
In 1890 the name was changed to
Taylor University in honor of Bishop William Taylor who took a great interest in the
college and prayed for it three times daily.
In 1893 during the presidency of the
Reverend Thaddeus C. Reade, D.D., L.L.D.,
the school was moved to Upland, Indiana.
During the first year the ·classes were held
in empty store rooms in the town and
chapel was held in the M. E. church.
The
people of the town were very kind and
many students .were roomed free of charge.
In the fall of 1895 the school occupied
Sammy Morris Dormitory where the first
dining room was located.
The office was
in the building now occupied by the College
Grocery.
A new dining hall was erected
in 1897.
This is the building now occupied by the postoffice, bookstore, etc.
Natural gas was very abundant during
these years and was used exclusively for
light and heat until 1906 when steam heat
was installed.
A heating plant was built
at the site of the sunken garden in 1911.
This was abandoned and the present plant
built in 1921.
Other buildings and improvements were
added as means and gifts were acquired
from year to year.
Dr. Thaddeus C. Reade was succeeded hy
Dr. John H. Shilling, as acting president.
After his health failed Dr. B. W. Ayres was
advanced to the position of acting presi-
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dent. In 1903 Dr. Winchester accepted the
position of president resigning in 1907. Dr.
A. R. · Archibald acted as president the ensuing year and in the spring of 1908 Dr.
Monroe Vayhinger was elected as president
and -worked faithfully for the school amid
many difficulties and hardships for thirteen
years.
He is still one of us a president
emeritis and every member of the faculty
and student body is delighted to have him
.make his home here at Taylor.
In the spring of 1922 our worthy president, Dr. John Paul, consented to come
and assume the difficult task of raising the
huge debt, and gaining a financial standing
for the school.
While we still have a debt
hanging over us, our credit is established
with the world and many improvements
have been made, one of which is our beautiful new Dormitory and Dining Hall.
Not only to the presidents who have so
faithfully stood by us, do we owe a debt of
gratitude, but to the untiring and efficient
service of our vice president and former
dean, Dr. Burt W. Ayres.
If space permitted we should love to
mention the names of the most kind and
loyal faculty members, students and bene·
factors whose faces stand out clearly in
the picture of our history as it hangs on
memory's wall. We are certain that a host
of these are remembered by the God who
rewards all service whether small or great.
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MEN WHO HAVE MADE TAYLOR
Bishop William Taylor
Dr. T. C. Reade
Sammy Morris
Dr. John H. Shilling
Dr. B. W. Ayres
Dr. Monroe Vayhinger
D. L. Speicher
Dr. Newton Wray
Dr. George Shaw
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ALUMNI AND FORMER STUDENTS
WHO HAVE BECOME
DISTINGUISHED

Schuyler Colfax, former Vice-President
of the United States.
George Alexandex:, former Governor of
Colorado.
Judge Owen N. Heaton,
Wayne's first citizens.

one

of

Ft.

Dr. L. H. Murlin, President of DePauw
University, formerly president of Boston
University.
Dr. George Wood Anderson,
America's leading evangelists .

one

of

Dr. Albert E. Day, pastor of one of
Pennsylvania's strongest churches.
Dr. Allen Stockdale, noted pastor and
editor of "People's Home Journal".
Dr. D. Shaw Duncan, Dean of
University.

Denver

Dr. B. W. Ayres, Vice-President of Taylor University.
Dr. J. B. Morgan, eminent psychologist.
And others!

Religious Section
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•I
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TAYLOR'S RELIGIOUS LIFE
The very foundation of this institution is
made up of the sound doctrines of holy living, thus demanding a consecrated Christian
religious life.
From the very b&ginning
until this present moment people coming
into her precincts from the outside world
have felt the warmth of her revival fires
burning brightly on her altars. The spiritual atmosphere registers a high temperature which has been cared for by such men
as Bishop William Taylor, Dr. Thaddeus C.
Read, Dr. Monroe Vayhinger and Dr. John
Paul, President of the Institution, along
with Dr. B. W. Ayres and other outstanding members of the faculty.
Her altars have ever been open to those
who wished to seek help from any form of
spiritual disorder and loving hearts and
sympathetic minds have ever been ready to
offer valuable spiritual advice and encouragement to those who were struggling.
All along the path we have had bright
lights among the student body, which had
caught the vision and were diffusing their
illuminating rays through the various student organizations such as the "Volunteer
Band," "Prayer Band," and "Holiness'
League," and at the same time receiving
practical training to strengthen them in
"Life Service".
Is it any wonder in such a spiritual climate that numbers of students become
strong and firmly established to combat the
forces of evil and indeed attain that "Perfect Love which casteth out fear" and fits
them for heaven.
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OUR MISSIONARIES

Taylor does not boast of the great number of stud ents she sent in the war of nations but she is proud of the sixty some
missionaries she has sent forth to help
bring the world to Jesus' feet.
True to
the spirit upon which she was founded,
Taylor not only has sent such a vast number
to the field but today some forty more
youth are roaming her halls watching for
the hour Jesus shall call them to go . Bishop
Taylor in his dying moments prayed that
his namesake "Our Taylor," might be a
college that would give men a world vision.
It has been so, and ever shall be. Taylor
"cares for the soul" of the world.
"Gayly
her colors float on the breezes;" not only in
America but in most every land.
Love,
hope, peace and friendship aPe the teachings
of her students.
They are children of
Taylor, yes, more than that, they are children of God, carrying out Jesus' command,
"baptizing all nations in the name of the
Father, Son and dloly Ghost."
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HISTORY OF THE PRAYER BAND
The Prayer Band of Taylor University
was organized in 1899 by a band of students
who felt the necessity of banding themselves together as a praying band, in order
that, by praying unitedly, they might accomplish more for God.
The Band had for its object the salvation
of souls; its only condition of membership,
a desire to "flee from the wrath to come."
They met four evenings each week from
6:00 to 6:30.
One night each week was
especially devoted to prayer for missionary
work.
Every Wednesday evening was exclusively given to the subject of holiness,
where many testimonies were heard to the
fullness of the blessing.
In 1911 the Prayer Band was held twice
a week, on Monday and Friday evenings
from six to seven.
As time went on the
H oliness League and other organizations
were formed, and the Prayer Band met
but one night a week.
The main purpose
of these meetings was to pray through for
the requests which were brought before the
Band.
Later there was added a new department
to its organization, that of a personal worker's department.
The duty of this committee was to look after the spiritual needs
of the students, and to bring any particular
needs before the Band for prayer.
The Prayer Band has always been and is
continuing to be a vital factor in the spiritual life of the school.
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HOLINESS LEAGUE
For more than twenty years the Holiness
League has been one of Taylor University's
most important religious organizations.
When first organized there were two societies bearing the names, Young Men's
Holiness League and Young Women's Holiness League.
They were united later un·der the name Young Men's Holiness
League, the young women being honorary
members.
Later, the words "Young
Men's" were dropped.
The growth in attendance demanded a
change of meeting place from class rooms
to Society Hall and recently to the main
auditorium.
This speaks well for the re1igious aspiration of the student body of
later years.
It is surely true that very
few, if any, schools could be found where a
:Holiness League was ever forced to hold
its meeting in the main auditorium to ac.commodate the people who attended.
To give an estimate of the amount of
good that the Holiness League has done
for its members and through them to the
world, would be beyond the power of human ken.
If the power of the radio t o
Teproduce the conversation of days gone
by be ever perfected, t,h e class rooms of
the former separate leagues, old "Room
Seven" of the united leagues, Society Hall
·of a few years back, and the main auditorium of the more recent years, will tell some
wonderful tales to the world- tales of many
souls born into the Kingdom of God, hun·dreds of souls born •of the Spirit and
thousands built up and strengthened in
their spiritual life through the work of the
Holiness League of Taylor University.
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THE VOLUNTEER BAND OF
TAYLOR UNIVERSITY
This is an organization of prospective
missionaries who have made the declaration: "It is my purpose, if God permit, to
become a foreign missionary."
Weekly
missionary meetings and study of the different mission fields enable the members to
be well prepared for this work.
It was organized in February 1901 with
five members.
Its growth and usefulness
is best seen in a report from Winona Lake,
Ind., in 1920.
Letters were sent from the
assembly office to each college of Indiana
asking how many missionaries had gone
out (from that college) in the twelve years
preceeding.
Reports were received from
nine and it was found that Taylor University had sent out nearly double the number sent by the other eight colleges together.
And during the period of 19081921 Taylor sent out about as many as all
the other regular colleges of Indiana together.
Bishop William Taylor, the world wide
missionary for whom the school was named
and Samuel Morris, the converted African,
who came from Africa to receive the Holy
Ghost, were largely influential in putting
the missionary stamp upon Taylor University.
Many returned missionaries with
their impassioned appeals, the fervent
prayers of faculty and students and frieJ:tdS
together with the high spiritual tone of the
school has made it a center of missionary
zeal.
The reflex influence of this missionary spirit has helped to lift the spiritual
standard of Taylor University.
The only.
college that can remain spiritual is the one
that puts emphasis on sending the Gospel
of Jesus Christ to the ends of the world.
Ninty-one missionaries have gone out to
date (1927) but at least nine more will be
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ready to go very soon, making one hundred.
Dividing the time into three periods: fourteen went before 1908; seventy-one went
or were prepared during the next thirteen
years 1908-1921; and six since 1921.

Debating Section
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"Taylor University has always been able
to "hold her own" in competition with other
colleges.
Her students who share her burdens and partake of her blessings become
profoundly devoted to their Alma Mater.
"Two literary societies and four debating clubs constitute the organizations which
act as transformers in changing the raw
material into the finished product. The
inter-club and inter-society contests bring
to the surface the best material and make
a fine selection from which to draw intercollegiate contestants."-T. U. Gem 1922.
The above gives the original thoughts
brought out in favor of inter-collegiate debating.
Departing from a precedence,
Taylor accepted a challenge from Huntington College for a dual debate on the subject: "Resolved, That the Principle of the
Closed Shop is Justifiable."
The affirmative team was composed of:
Earnest Treber, Eulogonian; E. N. Gilbertson, Eulogonian; Percy Olson, Eureka. The
negative team was: Fred D. Wilde, Eulogonian; A. W. Pugh, Eulogonian; Edmund
Cortez, Eureka.
The second year of Taylor University's
debating activities (1922-1923) was as follows:
The debaters were: Edwin Briggs, Eureka; Eugene Bowe, Eulogonian; John Denbo, Eureka; Mont Oliver, Eureka; Sophia
Whitmer, Eulogonian; M. Louise Smith,
Mnanka; Florence Beale, Soangetaha.
The schedule is:
Taylor University, affirmative versus Valparaiso University, negative.
Huntington College, affirmative versus
Taylor University, negative.
Taylor University, affirmative versus
Butler College, negative.
Goshen College, affirmative versus Tay-
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lor University, negative.
In this series Taylor University received
one unanimous decision and two votes in
two others, giving her five out of the twelve
votes cast.
During the third year, (1923-1924), the
debaters were divided into two men's and
two womel'\'s teams:
Men's Affirmative Team-Harold J. Ockenga, Eulogonian; Ernest Fry, Eulogonian;
Melvin Reed, Eulogonian.
Men's Negative Team-Lynn S. Mosser,
Eureka; Lewis Brown, Eulogonian; James
Gable, Eureka.
Girls' Affirmative Team-Mrs. Jennings,
Mnanka; Edith Collins, Soangetaha; Florence Beale, Soangetaha.
Girls' Negative Team-Frances Rowland,
Soangetaha; Iva Hawkins (Alma Kraus),
Soangetaha; Bessie Lindsey, Soangetaha.
Their schedule was:
Taylor University, affirmative (2) versus
Manchester College, negative ( 1).
Marion College, affirmative ( 1) versus
Taylor University, negative (2).
Oakland City, affirmative (1) versus Taylor University, negative (2).
Taylor University, affirmative (325)
versus Oakland City, negative (328).
Taylor University, affirmative (3) versus
Asbury College, negative (0).
Asbury College, affirmative (3) versus
Taylor University, negative (0).
Taylor University, affirmative (2) versus
Marion College, negative ( 1).
Marion College, affirmative ( 0) versus
Taylor University, negative (3).
1924-1925 brought still another category
of forensic artists.
The teams that year
were:
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Men's Affirmative Team-Lynn S. Mosser, Eureka; Donald Wing, Eulogonian;
Jesse Fox, Eureka.
Men's Negative Team-Herbert Lyons,
Eureka; Marcius Taber, Eureka; Clarence
Liechty, Eureka.
Girls' Affirmative Team-Ada
Rupp,
Mnanka; Mrs. Jennings, Mnanka; Frances
Rowland, Soangetaha.
Girls' Negative Team-Alma Kraus, Soangetaha; Iva E. Hawkins, Soangetaha;
Mildred Radaker, Mnanka.
The question debated by these groups
was: "Resolved that Congress should have
the power to nullify a decision of the Supreme Court declaring a Federal Law unconstitutional." Taylor Girls won both
times in a dual debate with Manchester
College, also winning over Wheaton College.
The Men's Negative Team lost to
Manchester College but won over Butler
College. The affirmative boys bowed to
Marion's negative team. Taylor won twice
in a dual deabte with Earlham.
The school year 1925-1926 brings the
eternal question of "Child Labor". Only
three teams were in the field. They were:
Men's Affirmative Team-John H. Shilling, Eulogonian; Lynn S. Mosser, Eureka;
Emelis Rosario, Eureka.
Men's Negative Team-Marcius Taber,
Eureka; Earl E. Allen, Eureka; Erwjn
Bailey, Eureka.
Girls' Affirmative Team-Bertha Pollitt,
Mnanka; Margaret Coghlan, Soangetaha;
Frances Rowland, Soangetaha.
The fair sex fought a "no decision" debate with Indiana University. The men's
teams won tive out of ten encounters, one
of the ten also being a "no decision" affair.
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The present year finds Taylor again
mounting up victories.
Among some of
the colleges debated in 1926-1927 were:
Muncie Normal, Terre Haute Normal, De
Pauw University and Manchester, Wittenebrg, Adrian, Wheaton, Huntington, Evansville, and Wabash Colleges.
The masculine teams debated the "Grants
and Aid Predicament."
The girls, the
"Uniform Marriage and Divorce Law." A
fifth team debated Asbury College on the
"Education Bill".
Men's Affirmative Team-Elton Stetson,
Eulogonian; Marcius E. Taber, Eureka;
Lynn Stratton Mosser, Eureka.
Men's Negative Team-Robert Clark,
Eulogonian; Deane Irish, Eureka; Lawrence
Boyll, Eureka; Harold Ockenga, Eulogonian. ·
Girls' Affirmative Team-Bertha Pollitt,
Mnanka; Ruby Breland, Mnanka; Margaret
Coghlan, Soangetaha.
Girls' Negative-Elizabeth Beebe, Soangetaha; Merrette Hessenauer, Soangetaha;
Frances Bogue, Soangetaha.
Men's
Affirmative-Lynn S. Mosser,
Eureka; Donald Wing, Eulogonian; John
Shilling, Eulogonian.
With five teams in the field debating
three questions, the Taylorites won fourteen
out of seventeen decisions.
Surely a great
deal of credit should go to Dean W. A.
Saucier, who acted as coach.
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HISTORY OF EUREKA DEBATING
CLUB
The Eureka Club was born February 21,
1903, as Taylor's first debating club, for
the purpose of giving men practical platform work, and since that time has had a
record of pioneering.
Two of its members won the first inter-club debate and
later were members of Taylor's first intercollegiate debating team.
More recently
the club had the unique honor of furnishing
the entire men's negative team for two
years, with victories over Earlham, Butler,
Indiana Central, and Wittenberg to their
credit, as well as contributing a substantial
majority of the male members of Taylor's
debating teams .
The Eurekan challenges
initiated inter-club athletics.
In the
present school year, the club led again by
organizing a glee club and orchestra.
Among its members the club has had men
who have won honors in their fields: Dr.
Glasier, of Taylor and Prof. R. C. Norvelle
of Indiana University a~ debate coaches;
Prof. Barton Rees Pogue as a reader and
poet; Elton R. Shaw as a writer and public
worker.
In contests the club has won its share of
victories; the last three years brought ten
consecutive victories, five debates and five
athletic series.
Demand for its benefits has been so
great that it was necessary that part of its
work be handled in sections, giving the advantages of both a small and a large club.
Democracy and fellowship have characterized all of its activities, forensic and
social, making the Eureka Debating Club a
club for the development of the all-round
man.
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THE EULOGONIAN DEBATING CLUB
The Eulogonian Debating .Club was organized by a group of far-sighted students
of Taylor when it was seen that with only
one club there was no room for competition.
Although it is the younger of the two clubs
a glance at its past history shows that it
is at least on a par with its brother club.
Anyone familiar with Taylor's noted debaters and parlimentarians will recall the
names of Ed Cortez, Fred Wilde, Jack Rose,
A. Wesley Pugh, Eugene Pilgrim, E. Nordin Gilbertson, Ernest Frye and others. It
was men such as these that have made the
Eulogonian Debating Club a club noted for
its dignity and strict observance of parlimentary law.
It is traditional with the Eulogonians to
entertain the clubs each year with a mock
trial, cabinet meeting, or senate meeting.
This year the entire winter term was given
over to the Eulogonian Legislature, patterned after the Indiana State Legislature. It
remains to be seen whether this will become
a tradition.
Formerly a banquet was given each
spring in honor of some member of the club
who had distinguished himself but beginning with 1924 this custom was dropped
and the banquet, which was an ann,ual affair anyway, was called the Annual Banquet.
The tradition of the club which cannot
be put into words is the Eulogonian spirit
-which lives in the hearts of every Eulog
and cannot be understood by anyone who
has not been a member.
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THE MNANKA DEBATING CLUB
In the fall of 1921 a group of girls met
in Swallow-Robin parlor to make plans
for the formation of a new debating club.
Until this time there had been at Taybr
only one girls' debating club, the Soang-etaha Club. Some of the girls felt that a
new club would add interest to club worh:
and also create a spirit of friendly rivah·~·.
The nucleus of the organization was made
up of old girls, some of the Soa.1g-etahas
leaving their club, while many r.ew gil'ls
decided to join it.
It was under the leadership of Professor Inez Miles th:clt the
club was started.
"Mnanka" the Indian word ~ne::win;;
"weavers of knowledge" was the name
chosen for the club and the spider web was
selected as its emblem. Orange and white
became .the club colors. The first ofl1cen;
were: May Rector, president; M. Louise
Smith, secretary; while Professor Syh;ia
Barnes was the first club advisor.
In the fali of 1924, because of the increased demand for membership, th~
Mnankas extended the number of members
from thirty to sixty.
During this peric.d
of the club's history Professor Adeline
Stanley was its advisor and coach.
The Mnankas won their first inter-club
debate with the Soangetahas, in 1921. Since
that time the Mnankas have won the championship banner many times in these contests.
The club has also furnished several
of the members of the women's inter-collegiate debating teams.
Since the fall of 1925 Dr. B. W. Ayres
has been the club coach.
Every year the Mnankas have been making progress, and with the spirit of loyalty
that is a characteristic of the club, they aim
to make the Mnanka Debating Club the finest organization that it can become.
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THE SOANGETAHA DEBATING CLUB
On November 15, 1913, Miss Sadie L.
Miller, then preceptress of Taylor University, announced a called meeting of all the
girls interested in debating, to be held in
t he Speicher Building immediately after
supper.
In the meeting that followed,
Miss Miller presided until a temporary
chairman was elected, after which the
necessary committees were appointed. Olive
May Draper was chairman of the committee
which selected the name Soangetaha
( Stronghearted, from Hiawatha) thus departing from the usual custom of using the
Greek, and putting a distinctly individualistic stamp on the organization.
A group of girls rooming in the Speicher
Building in rooms later made famous as
the first residence of the now famous
Hoosier poet and university _professor,
Barton Re es Pogue, under the leadership of
Dor~ Register and Lena Michel, composed
the club song.
The picture which adorns the wall of the
hall in the Administration Building and
lends charm to the weekly club announcement was made by Olive Dunn who later
t ook up her life work in India.
The first inter-club debate was held February 19, 1921, when Mary French and Inez
Miles defeated the Eureka debaters.
In 1921 the Mnankas organized .
Since
that time the Soangetahas and the Mnankas
have held ten inter-club debates, six of
which have been decided in favour of the
Soangetahas.
Among the inter-dub debaters we find
the names: Men·ette Hessenauer, Lois
Wolfe, Catherine Briggs, Frances Rowland,
Bessie Lindsey, Elma Buchanan, Rosabelle
Daugherty, Margaret Coghlan, Melvina
Gleason, Elizabeth Beebe, Frances Bogue,
Helen Brown, Edith Collins, Mildred Sliter,
Elsa Buchanan, Lucile Rose, and Helen
Hessenauer.

Society and Class Section
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HISTORY OF THE THALONIAN
LITERARY SOCIETY
Tradition claims the Thalonian Literary
Society as the first organization of Taylor's
student body, being organized November 22,
1850.
At this earliest history we find in
the constitution of 1853 the aim of the
society: "For mental improvement; to exhibit a due consideration of the opinions and
feelings of others;
* * * to seek the
truth in all our exercises."
From him whom Greece honored as the
"Father of Philosophy," the first of the
seven wise men-Thales-we derive our
name.
Also from him who was loyal in
seeking wisdom and finding himself we take
our motto: "Know Thyself."
In the years of our memories' review we
see the T. U. platform ready for a "Thalo"
program; we hear yells and cheers for our
basket ball teams; we see our track men
jumping hurdles; we sit under umbrellas
watching a t en nis tournament, or else we
approach the end of the year and visit the
inter-society literary contest, hearing piano,
vocal, oratory, reading or essays.
Among those having been prominent in
the society are: ex-president of the United
States, Rutherford B. Hayes, Judge Owen
N. Heaton of Fort Wayne, Dr. M. J. Hill,
author of the Taylor song, Orvil French,
missionary to Korea, and John Wyngate,
missionary to Africa.
Because of the Thalonian pursuit to climb
upward, the friendly and
constructive
criticisms of the literary productions, the
eagerness of athletics promoted by good
fellowship, many have graduated from Taylor's halls increa~ed in service for God and
for mankind.

30

TAYLOR TRADITION BOOK

THE PHILALETHEAN LITERARY
SOCIETY
Seventy years ago this spring a group
of students in Ft. Wayne College met and
organized the Pilalethean Literary Society.
They chose as their colors blue and white
and as their motto, "Lovers of Truth."
The purpose of the society is to bring
forth the latent powers of each individual
member; to develop the executive literary,
musical and athletic ability which these
possess; and to arouse and foster in every
student a love for good literature, an appreciation of classical music and a desire
for the highest things in life.
The society has two important annual
events. The Philo hay-ride, held in the fall
term for all the new students, is looked
forward to with anticipation by all old
Philos.
The "Annual Stunt Night", is a
program given every year in which practically every member of the society takes
part.
Stunts of every nature and description are given at this program, which is enjoyed by the whole school.
The spirit of the Philos is known and revered wherever wearers of the "Blue and
White" may be; whether still at Taylor, in
some far off foreign field or in the homeland.
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CLASS TRADITIONS
Among the earlier class traditions might
be listed the annual presentation of a
basket of flowers by the Senior class to
their advisor on the morning of the first
of May; the annual gift of the Senior class
to the school, and the planting of the ivy by
the Senior class on Ivy Day during commencement week.
The annual breakfast,
given by the president of the school and the
singing of Easter carols by the Sophomore
class are some of the more recent traditions.
In the spring of 1925 the Junior class
formulated a code of rules of conduct. The
underlying motive of these rules was that
the Seniors should be shown proper respect
by the under-classmen.
The rules are enforced by the Junior class.
At the same time the Juniors inaugurated
a system of class emblems--canes for
Senior men and monocles for Senior girls;
keys for Juniors; straw hats for Sophomores and green caps for Freshmen. These
emblems are worn for two weeks during the
fall term and three weeks preceding Class
Night in the spring term.
Class Night is
held on Tuesday preceding the day on
which the Seniors appear in caps and
gowns.
On Class Night some student,
preferably a post-graduate, leads the procession, in order of classes, through a lane
of torches held by Freshmen, to the Athletic Field.
Here, by a bonfire, the Senior
president presents his cane to the Junior
president, the Junior president his key to
the Sophomore president, and the Sophomore president his straw hat to the Freshman president and the Freshman president
burns his green cap in effigy.
After this
ceremony each class carries the emblem of
the class above it.

Athletic Section
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BASI{ET BALL IN TAYLOR
UNIVERSITY
In view of the great interest of the schaol
in basket ball during the winter months of
the year, it is particularly interesting to
trace the history of this sport in Taylor,
noticing that especially since 1911 there has
been constant interest in the game, so that
every season since that time has witnessed
recurring enthusiasm, and new teams ready
to play their part vigorously.
These
teams have included men who were strenuous, clean-playing athletes, and not only
that, but also vigorous leaders in the life
of the school in literary and scholastic activities.
The athletic association, organized in
1901, sponsored whatever athletic activities
took place in the college, and as such an
association, received the full approval of
the faculty.
It is not until 1911, however,
that we find a definite record of a basket
ball series.
In this year a particularly energetic director of physical training, Adam
A. Hunter, sponsored a revival of interest
in athletics and also wrote an article for
the "Gem" of 1911 upon the varie<;l athletics of the · school. The services of that
year resulted in a victory of the Philo team
over the Thalo and the team of the academy
over that of the college.
Two years later,
there were both men's and women's teams
in each society, and teams representing the
Eureka and Eulogonian debating clubs. And
yet, though there are pictures of these
teams, there is no record of games between
them, nor any statement of the victory of
either club or society.
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These early players were hampered somewhat by a uniform of greater weight than
we think nec(lssary today.
Instead of
trunks, for instance, the m en's team wore
rather full trousers resembling faintly the
knickers of the modern golfer.
It is also
interesting to notice that the girls' teams
were scarcely slower than those of the men
in forming, a fact which reveals the progressive, athletic spirit of Taylor's feminine students.
Undoubtedly the series between the two
literary societies has always ranked as
the most prominent interest in basket ball,
and as such is more consistently recorded
than series of games between the clubs, or
between the academy and the college. Since
1916, when the Thalos won the series, the
Philos have taken the series every year except 1923 and 1927 in the men's games. In
1919 the Thalonian literary society did not
even organize a team, and they forfeited
the contest to the Philalethean society. The
girls' games, of which we have less complete record, do not show such a majority
of victories for the one side.
Of course the academy-college conflicts
are but things of history since the discontinuance of the academy, yet what information we have shows that the academy more
than held its ground against the college.
Even the inter-club games receive comparatively little attention in the year to
year history of the school until recently. In
1920 we have details of a Eulogonian victory, and again in 1923 and 1924.
In the
years of 1925, 1926, and 1927 the Eurekans
have ben conquerors.
After the sixteen years of basket ball
here recorded, it may well be expected that
this sport will continue to hold its place
in the years ahead.
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BASEBALL
Baseball found its entrance into Taylor in
the year 1898.
The clubs had baseball
games in this year but no scores were recorded.
In 1911 we find that baseball was popular
among the men.
The notable games of
the season were those between the old and
the new students.
The old students were the victors in the
series of baseball games played in 1913,
but again the scores were not recorded.
In 1915 Raymond Browning was one of
the popular baseball players of the school,
being captain of the Philo team. The Philo
team won the series in 1915, 1916, and 1917.
Baseball as a sport gained much ground
in T. U. in 1918 as can be seen from the
following from the "Gem" for that year:
"We believe that our young manhood can
scarcely be called normal unless they are
interested in the wholesome game."
The Thalos made up for the three previous years and won four straight games,
thus giving them the series.
It is said
that the Thalos had a well balanced team.
Due to the fact that several of the Philo
men returned from the war the Philos won
the baseball series in 1919.
The following years up to 1923, if baseball was played, no record was made of it.
Then in the spring of 1923 th~ game began
with enthusiasm.
There were two series
this year and both furnished their share of
entertainment and excitement. The Eureka
Debating Club and the Thalonian Literary
Society came out victors of the season.
The same teams were victors in 1924 and
1925.
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TAYLOR'S TRACK MEET

The track meet, a present athletic feature
on Taylor's campus, has long been with us
but we have a first official record of one in a
"Gem" for the year 1921. Tradition holds,
however, that previous t o that there have
been the age old contests of foot racing,
jumping and other feats of skill held on our
campus.
The Thalos and Philos have capitalized
these enj oyable contests of physical prowess
an d made of them occasions of no sma ll
moment in the friend ly rivalry betwen
themselves.
Despite the desir e for track and field
work, our stude nts have been much impedimented in their training for , and participation in the va rious events by a very r eal
sca rcity in the necessar y equipm ent. This,
has no doubt, been the chief contributory
factor to the very low r ecord s which are
held by our Taylor track stars .
This year the class of '27 is giving the
school an athletic field which will be a
material aid in the development of an enthusiasm for a superior grade of physical
endeavor .
The hard gravel r oad and mud
jumping pits will be supplanted by a fine
oval track and excellent equipment for the
field events.
We fee l that in the future years the Taylor stud ents will have some excellent n·cords and t hat the present efforts in track
and field work will be much augmented and
that this sport sha ll take a major position
in our Taylor a thletics.
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Our Present Records:

100 yard dash-L. Naden, 1925, 10:8 sec.,
Thalo.
220 yard dash-L. Naden, 1925, 22 sec.,
Thalo.
440 yard run-E. Lindell, 1926, 54 sec.,
Thalo.
880 yard run-E. Lindell, 1926, 2 min. 13
sec., Thalo.
1 mile run-M . Ketcham, 1925, 4 min. 52
sec., Philo.
2 mile run-J. Gartrell, 1924, 11 min. 21.6
sec., Philo.
220 yard low hurdles-A. Eicher, 1925,
23.4 sec., Philo.
120 yard high hurdles-L. Naden, 1925,
18.6 sec., Thalos.
High jump-K. Kinnaman, 1926, 5 ft. 8
in., Thalo.
Broad jump-E. Eicher, 1926, 18 ft. 11
in., P hilo.
Discus throw-G. Wohlschlegel, 1923, 91
ft. 11 in., Thalo.
Shot put-R. Cook, 1924, 33 ft. 6in., Philo.
Pole vault- E. Eicher, 1926, 10 ft. 6 in.,
Philo.
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TENNIS
Tennis clubs are spoken of as early as
1898, and by 1903 it is said to be one of
Taylor's most popular athletics. In 1913
it gained more popularity especially being
emphasized by the "Athletic Association,"
and the "Gem" picture. By 1915 lawn tennis
was acclaimed Taylor's most popular sport,
especially since the Athletic Association
had equipped five splendid courts.
Most any bright afternoon in tennis season you may hear Taylor students say,
"Service." No other sport brings in so
many laws of Physics.
Inertia, air resistance, bound and rebound, centripetal and
centrifugal forces, friction and gravity, all
are closely studied by the successful player.
The inter-society tournament record is
as follows:

1923
Number 1. Men's Singles
Rhee, Philo vs. Smith, Thalo
Philo 6-2, 6-4, 6-4.
Number 2. Men's Doubles
Rhee-Eaton, Philo vs. Smith Twins, Thalo
Thalo 6-1, 1-6, 6-3, 6-3.
Number 3. Girls' Singles
Spiers, Philo vs. Taylor, Thalo.
Philo 6-4, 6-4.
Number 4. Girls' Doubles
Bien-Spiers, Philo
Thalo.
Thalo 6-3, 4-6, 8-6.

vs.

Taylor-Marton,

Number 5. Mixed Doubles
Kettyle-Rhee, Philo vs. Taylor-Witmer,
Thalo.
Philo 6-1, 6-3.
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1924
Number 1. Men's Singles
Manning, Thalo vs. Shilling, Phi lo.
Philo 6-0, 6-2.
Number 2. Girls' Singles
Taylor, Thalo vs. Draper, Philo.
Philo 6-3, 6-2.
Number 3. Men's Doubles
Reed-Cl ench, Thalo
Philo.
Philo 6-4, 6-3, 6-3.

vs.

Wing-Shilling,

Number 4. Girls' Doubles
Taylor-Thomas, Thalo vs. Draper-Behm,
Philo.
Philo 6-3, 6-2.
Number 5. Mixed Doubles
Reed-Taylor, Thalo vs. Shilling - Draper,
Philo.
Tha lo 6-4, 4-6, 6-3.

1925
Number 1. Men's Doubles
Shilling-Wing, Philo vs. Reed-Ockenga,
Thalo.
Philo 6-4, 6-3.
Number 2. Girls' Doubles
Draper-York, Philo
com be, Thalo.
Tha lo 6-4, 6-3.

vs.

Taylor-Dus-

Rain prevented any more games of the
inter-society tournament from being played.
In one record it was noted that some
games played are actual "love" matches
brought about by students "courting" re-

creation~

